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It has been a great year for the 
Whittington Park Community Association 
(WPCA). Thanks to our team we 
continue to provide core services to the 
most vulnerable in our local community 
and give long-term support to other 
organisations. 

We continue to provide, a warm and 
welcoming place where individuals and 
organisations within the local community 
can come together for social and 
recreational activities, classes and events.

Our accounts this year show a surplus 
of £25,620 due to increased income 
from hall hire and tight controls on 
expenditure. This year income generated 
through hall hire and rentals represents 
49% of our income. However, we still 
have debt and continue to work towards 
complete repayment. We are confident 
that we have the Management, Staff, 
Trustees and support of members to 
help achieve our goals.

I would like to thank everyone involved 
in the WPCA - the Board of Trustees, 
the volunteers and all the staff team who 
continue to work tirelessly to provide 
such important and valuable services. 

Courtney Shapiro 
Chair

Chair report

Our most significant achievement in 2016 
was the opening of the two-plus nursery 
in our early years building in the middle 
of the park. As with most new projects 
we encountered unexpected obstacles 
but with the help of London Borough of 
Islington Children’s Services and parks 
service we welcomed our first intake of 
children at the beginning of March.  

Islington is a densely urban borough 
with the smallest amount of green space 
per capita across London. Therefore it’s 
even more important that our children 
get access to the enclosed garden of 
the nursery and have regular outings to 
nearby nature reserves as part of their 
forest school learning. 

Next door more than 30 children enjoy 
similar freedoms and opportunities for play 
and discovery in our early years centre.

The achievements of our other projects 
are well described elsewhere in this 
report and you’ll see how each area 
supports the other. For example, our over 
60’s lunch club grant funding decreased 
drastically in 2010 and has remained 
static. We subsidise the lunch club with 
earned income from venue hire so  
everyone who hires space here is helping 
the community centre at the same time. 

Nevertheless we are more fortunate than 
other neighbouring boroughs who have 
had to close their lunch club services. 

Those who visit the centre or attend our 
annual festival in the park tell us that we 
create a space and environment that 
brings the community together. Those 
old enough to remember say that this 
reminds them of times when there wasn’t 
such a divide between the haves and 
have not’s.

Our centre sits in the middle of one of 
the poorest and one of the richest areas 
in Islington and we aim to help knit these 
communities together and to engage 
those with so much to give back.

Space for community groups, sports, 
leisure or for family gatherings is at a 
premium in the borough as so much 
former public or community space is 
being sold off for development. Our 
buildings, facilities and services therefore 
are something to treasure and protect. 

This coming year our main focus is getting 
Phase 1 of our building project fully funded 
and up and running. Phase 1 transforms 
Hocking Hall into a fully accessible,  
multi purpose, sports and function space 
whilst maintaining the dimensions and 
architectural features of the two  
existing halls.

Phase 2 doubles the capacity of the cafe 
enabling us to offer a full catering solution 
for functions. It joins the two buildings 
together and creates additional meeting 
and office space for local community 
groups and small businesses. 

As grant funding decreases this 
transformed building gives us a 
sustainable model for the future and 
creates an anchor for the  
local community.

I’d like to take this opportunity to 
acknowledge the commitment of our 
small staff team and our volunteers. 

Ann Mason 
Manager

Manager report
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Overview
At the heart of or community for over 40 years, the Whittington 
Park Community Association (WPCA) is looking ahead to the 
next generation. Our building, originally a church hall, dates 
back to the 1800’s and although it retains much of its character 
we now need major renovation works to secure the centre for 
the needs of the next generation.

WPCA was set up by a group of committed local residents in 
1972 amongst an atmosphere of planning blight following ‘open 
space’ designations to both abandoned and occupied housing 
within what is now Whittington Park and the streets nearby. 
WPCA refurbished All Saints Church Hall into a community 
centre. The projects helped regenerate the area and our 
campaigns were successful in saving houses from demolition. 
WPCA also organised annual summer festivals that became a 
cultural landmark for the area. At their height they attracted over 
10,000 people.

To this day WPCA is proud to have maintained the ethos of the 
original constitution, such as our elders club and continuing to 
create an inclusive environment for all age groups.

Our fascinating history and our long-standing involvement in 
our community can be further researched at the Bishopsgate 
Institute. The Institute now holds our archive of over 500 
photographs and significant archive material.

Today our commitment to the community is just as strong. 
However, our buildings are in urgent need of repair and 
updating. To secure our ability to continue serving our 
community and to improve and grow our current services we 
need to make modest, yet significant changes to our buildings. 
Islington Council recognizes the value of the community centre 
as an important resource for the local community and have 
committed to investing £500,000 toward these changes. 

After a comprehensive local consultation we have plans to 
improve our centre in two phases. We aim to raise £350,000 
through grant and community fundraising to complement 
Islington Council’s pledged amount for Phase 1.

WPCA festival 1979.  
Parade on Holloway Road
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Many over 60s live on their own and 
become increasingly isolated as their 
health deteriorates. Our Over 60s Lunch 
Club provides a welcoming place to 
make friends, get involved in activities 
and develop new interests and skills. 
We aim to improve the quality of life for 
our older residents so that they can eat 
healthily and maintain their independence 
for longer. Our Café provides a 
subsidised tasty, balanced, three-course 
lunch, so members can enjoy a good 
value, freshly cooked meal.

We help maintain and improve social 
networks and encourage people to be 
more physically active and try new things: 
we’ve run seasonal workshops like 
elderflower cordial making in the summer, 
making use of the park setting to gather 
elderflowers with members, layered bulb 
planting in the Autumn, and Christmas 
wreathe making.  We provide a free 
weekly, chair-based exercise class and 
dance classes especially for over 55s.

These activities help members feel less 
isolated, are enjoyable, relaxing and give 
a sense of achievement and pleasure.

As part of our additional services 
transport is provided, for a small charge, 
by the local authority so that we continue 
to reach those who have less mobility. 
We work in partnership with Age UK 
Islington and Octopus Community 
Network – the network of local 
community centres that have designated 
‘hub’ status – and help signpost 
members to services and activities.

Members are pro-active in fundraising 
independently for day-trips and activities.

Lunch Club for Over 60’s

Alex Schmidt

Alex is our Over 60’s Lunch Cub 
Coordinator.  He has many years of 
experience working in the voluntary 
sector and in community centre settings.

The highlight of the year is our 
Christmas lunch which is often 
sponsored by a local business. In 2015 
Drivers & Norris were our sponsors and 
staff members volunteered to come and 
help at the lunch.

chair based  
exercise  
sessions  
with Tina

50
drop in arts 
sessions

4,000
over

hot and 
healthy 
three-
course 
lunches 
served

50
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Lunch Club for Over 60’s

“We were all aware how important the 
Lunch club and Community Association 
were to Mum, and what a positive 
impact they had in her life. Through the 
Lunch Club, Mum made new friends 
and got stuck-in to all sorts of activities.  
She loved art and had little time to enjoy 
this hobby when she was bringing up 
a family, and so the arts and crafts on 
offer at the Centre meant that she was 
able to spring those interests back into 
life and create some lovely things which 
we’ll always remember her by. She 
had been a keen dancer in her youth,  
and also really took to the Turkish 
Dance classes. She loved performing 
at various venues around Islington with 
the group. I also remember her doing 
her gentle, armchair exercises at home, 
which she’d learned through one of the 
sessions at the Centre.

From Monday to Friday coming to the 
Centre was a focus for Mum’s day, and 
she was always full of news and stories 
about what was going on. Thanks to all 
at the Community Association for being 
such a big part of Mum’s life. We wish 
you ongoing success.

Ann Wilson

Message from Sybilla Wilson, 
daughter of Ann Wilson who was a 
regular lunch club member and who 
passed away in 2016.

❝

❞
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Whittington Park is a very important 
space for those with small children. 
It is the second largest green space 
in Islington – one of the most densely 
populated areas in Britain. Our purpose-
built Early Years Hub (EYH) building 
opened in October 2012 and has been a 
huge success in attracting new parents 
and carers to our service.

Private bookings for the space have 
increased and the hire fees are a 
significant part of our sustainability plans.

Located in the heart of the park, the 
EYH is open for 50 weeks of the year. 
We provide a service for childminders 
in the morning and a session in the 
afternoon, both coordinated by our hub 
manager Sam Wakelin. We give local 
parents and carers the chance to meet in 
a welcoming, dedicated space for play. 
The EYH also has its own outdoor space 
and garden so small children can play 
away from dogs and older children. With 
additional support from volunteers our 
garden is full of sunflowers and we grow 
a range of vegetables.

Childminders’ Service

The Childminders’ service runs a session 
from 9.30 am – 12.00 pm, Monday to 
Thursday. Up to 20 Islington childminders 
use the service, per week. Islington 
Council’s Childminding coordinator visits 
once a  term and the service has good 
links with Archway Children’s Centre 
and Willow Children’s Centre. As well 
as providing a focussed activity, healthy 
eating (childminders bring fruit to share), 
and a range of toys, the service also 
celebrates cultural festivals such as 
Diwali and Chinese New Year. 

‘Childminding can be very isolating 
because people work from home by 
themselves so it’s good to come here 
and share ideas and good practice’

Sue Paine, Childminder 

Early Years Hub

Sam Wakelin

Sam is our Early Years Hub coordinater. 
She has worked for 10 years in the early 
years sector and joined us as the Early 
Years Hub coordinator in January 2015. 
Her previous experience includes being 
deputy manager in a private day nursery 
and a teaching assistant at Yerbury 
School.  She has lived and worked within 
the local community for over 20 years.

Sue Paine

Sue represents the Childminders’ Service 
on our Board. She has been a local 
childminder for 28 years and has looked 
after the children of many local families

 feet

our tallest 
sunflower is

4,000
over

children use the  
service every year

8

❝
‘It’s very welcoming and fun 
and great to have access to 
the open space.  We often 
use it.  A lot of centres I go 
to don’t have an outdoor 
area. 
 
Local childminder.

❞
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After school 
club and  
holiday  
playscheme

In March 2016, in a successful  
partnership with Islington Council, we 
opened our brand new community 
nursery to complement our early years 
offering. Eligible families benefit from 
15 hours of free nursery care with our 
experienced nursery team. The nursery 
prides itself on being able to offer:

•  a large, natural outdoor space

•  warm, caring staff

•  home-like environment

•  a culturally diverse setting

•  a Forest School approach which   
     uses nature and the outdoors to help  
 children have fun outside and learn  
 about  and appreciate nature

•  regular trips and outings

Whittington Park
Community Nursery

Catherine Gardiner

Catherine leads our nursery team and 
holds a PGCE in Early Childhood. Prior 
to becoming a teacher she practiced 
law and also has a background in 
psychology. She has trained in the Forest 
School approach, and is keen to use 
the park and the nursery garden as part 
of children’s learning through play and 
outdoor activities.

Highbury Roundhouse is one of 
our partner hubs in the Octopus 
Community Network and one of 
our  long-term hall hirers.  
It provides the After School Club 
(ASC) for Yerbury School, our  
nearest primary school, and a  
Holiday Play Scheme for local 
families. It was rated ‘Good’ at its 
Ofsted inspection. On average, 20 
children use the service weekly in 
term time and during the holidays. 

The ASC works closely with  
Yerbury to complement the 
school’s own after school classes 
and offers a wide range of activities 
which are fun and educational.  
Some of the activities offered last 
year were capoeira, gymnastics, 
multi-sports, cookery, music and 
drama and French. 

The Holiday Play Scheme benefits 
from group educational discounts 
which make outings outside 
London more affordable. Children 
have had fun days out at places 
like Whipsnade, Legoland, London 
Zoo and Chessington World of 
Adventures.
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Our Hall Hirers
We have a variety of rooms and buildings 
to suit many different activities. Hocking 
Hall, with its downstairs sports hall and 
upstairs studio, hosts a range of exercise 
and dance classes. Our lounge is ideal 
for meetings, craft and musical groups 
and the Early Years Hub is a great space 
for under 5’s activities and parties.

We are pleased to report that as a result 
of our efforts to provide excellent  
customer service, being flexible as  
possible and supporting new classes 
there has been a steady upward  
trajectory of people choosing to hire 
space at WPCA to run their classes, 
parties and other functions. We offer new 

teachers a stepped payment scheme 
to help them get their classes up and 
running as we know it can take time to 
establish a new class.  We have some 
fantastic hirers such as:
 
• Piano Fun Club - an affordable   
 beginners’ piano class for children

• Wu’s Tai Chi Chuan Academy

• Pilates, North London Ukelele   
 Collective, ballroom and latin dance  
 for over 55’s, yoga, ballet and  
 Slimming World

In addition to these regular hirers 
and those who chose us for special 
events we continue to host Highbury 
Roundhouse’s After School Club 
and Holiday Playscheme and the 
Leaping Lizards Nursery. Both of these 
organisations are long-term tenants 
who provide an invaluable service to our 
local community. All age groups in our 
community are catered for and the hall 
hire brings valuable funds in which to 
subsidise our over 60s and early years 
age range.

Gary Watson and  
Martin Barratt

We have two premises 
managers who maintain 
our building and help 
things to run smoothly 
for our venue hirers. Both 
Gary and Martin grew 
up in the area and came 
to the youth club at the 
centre. 

“WPCA are fantastic  people to hire 
from. They were extremely helpful when 
I set up Piano Fun Club. Many local 
children are having piano lessons that 
otherwise wouldn’t have the opportunity.

Charlie Lewis,  
Director of Piano Fun Club

90
over

birthday  
parties celebrated  
in our halls in  2016

of total revenue 
is hall hire49%

❝

❞

 It’s been great being a hall hirer at the Whittington Park 
Community Centre. The space is light and airy -- perfect for 
a yoga class. The staff are responsive to requests regarding 
equipment storage, cleaning and heating and always do their 
best to help. The centre attracts a nice crowd of local people 
eager to participate and enjoy the community atmosphere 
WPCA offers

Belinda Rhodes, Yoga Teacher

❝

❞
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The cafe
The Whittington Park Cafe originally 
opened in June 2012 as a pop-up for the 
summer months. Sandra, the manager, 
is a local mum, who came with a track 
record of running other successful 
franchises. The cafe was so popular that 
it became permanent and is now a vital 
part of our community centre.

The Cafe provides a wide variety of 
home-made food, including organic and

gluten-free options at very reasonable 
prices. Parties and events are also 
catered for, including our Big Day Out. 
Sandra also provides all the food for 
Leaping Lizards Nursery.

Most importantly for the Whittington 
Park Community Association, the Cafe 
provides a subsidised, three-course meal 
for our Over 60s lunch club, five days a 
week. The lunches, cooked from scratch 

every day using fresh ingredients, provide 
meals for hundreds of our members 
every year.

The café exhibits work by local artists 
and its friendly, colourful setting 
is appreciated by everyone from 
footballers from the astroturf pitch to 
dog walkers, local families, students and 
staff at the centre.

Sandra Ribeiro

Sandra grew up in Portugal and has 
been running the popular Whittington 
Café for three and a half years. 

❝

❞

The café plays a central 
role in my life, whether 
it’s for after-school treats 
for the kids, morning 
coffee with friends or a 
friendly, welcoming face 
on a drizzly Saturday. 
I love The Whittington 
Park Café

Local Mum

300
over

coffees served 
every week
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The  
The Big Day Out is our community festival  in Whittington 
Park. Last year, more than 1,000 people came to enjoy 
the dog show, live music, dance groups, free activities 
and taster sessions and food and craft stalls.

big
day out
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George Brade

(Former caretaker and founder of the 
Whittington Steel Band)

The Whittington community. It used 
to bloom – kids used to love to 
come there, to play the pans and so 
on. Used to teach them from five, 
six and up and it was one of the 
greatest things I achieved. I used to 
play a lot for Islington, for old people, 
kids mostly. Alfred’s sound system 
... used to have it in Hocking Hall, it 
was good!  Upstairs – that centre, 
is in me. It used to be like a home 
to me there, trust me. We played on 
the street because we were helping 
collecting money for the centre and 
so on – they loved it.  And I decided, 
‘ok – I’ll make a band. 17 years I’ve 
had it. It was very important (to bring 
our music) – because no steel band 
was there. And it was good when 
we could use our talents here.

(Extract from an interview by Tim 
Coles, from his book Scenes and 
the Unseen).

Joanna Deller

Jo was a student at local secondary 
school, Acland Burghley. She joined 
WPCA as an apprentice in 2012. 
She trained at reception and is now 
in charge of all our bookings. She 
also manages all our invoices and 
payments.

 Jo is famous at the centre for her 
warm welcome no matter how busy 
she is. After five years here, she is 
now preparing  to go to university to 
study forensic psychology.

During my time here at the 
community centre I have learned so 
much, I have learned to operate an 
accounting system adding all our 
invoices and bills and organise end 
of year accounts, making sure all hall 
hirers are satisfied with our halls and 
making sure they have a pleasant 
time and return again in the future.

Learning whilst on the job is brilliant, 
it gives me the chance to show 
what I have learned and gain more 
confidence whilst doing so. No 
matter how tricky the situation is I 
will always do my best to make sure 
everybody who visits the centre is 
satisfied.

Pang Stevens 

Pang Stevens got chatting to our 
manager Ann when she came for a 
treatment at the beauty salon that 
Pang runs on Holloway Road.

They started talking about the 
community centre and Pang said 
she would love to volunteer and give 
manicures to the members of the 
over 60’s lunch club. She missed 
connections with her own family 
elders as they are all in Thailand.

Since she began she has built up 
a real following with our ladies (and 
some of the gentlemen) who vie for 
first place every Tuesday fortnight. 

Pang is so gentle and caring that 
she provides much more than a 
fresh coat of nail polish and she gets 
satisfaction too. She really looks 
forward to her Whittington Tuesdays. 

Pang has discovered how much 
she enjoys working with the elderly 
and we are able to provide specialist 
training for her. Currently she is 
training to help people plan for the 
last years of their life.

Personal stories
Over the years many people have come through WPCA’s doors. Here are some of 
the ways people have been involved with the community centre, both in the past and 
the present.
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Financial review and  
Accounts summary

Whittington Park Community Association statement of financial activities (including income and  
expenditure account) for year ended 31 March 2016

 Restricted Unrestricted Total Total 
 Funds Funds Funds Funds

   2016 2015 
 £ £ £ £

Income and endowments from:

Donations and legacies 142,200 1,972 144,172 129,900

Charitable activities - 99,719 99,719 100,723

Other trading activities - 13,436 13,436 11,321

Investments  - - - 1 

Total income and endowments 142,200 115,127 257,327 241,945 

Expenditure on:

Charitable activities 128,142 103,563 231,705 222,469 

Total expenditure 128,142 103,563 231,705 222,469 

Net income/(expenditure) and  
net movement in funds for the year 14,058 11,564 25,622 19,476

Total funds brought forward 2,475 (26,282) (23,807) (43,283) 

Total funds carried forward 16,533 (14,718) 1,815 (23,807)

The statement of financial activities includes all gains and losses recognised during the year.

All income and expenditure derive from continuing activities.  
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Our future
Over time some of our buildings are 
beginning to show wear and tear from 
minor damage to more serious structural 
damage caused by subsidence. The 
structural and cosmetic repairs alone 
are costly and the allocated funds from 
Islington Council, although substantial 
are not enough for all repairs.

Additionally, the original layout of the 
building is not accessible to all our 
members and much of the space could 
be better- utilised.

 

 
 
 

We are fundraising £350,000 for Phase 
1 of our renovations to complement 
Islington Council’s £500,000 pledged 
funding. Our fundraising activities 
combine applying for capital grants 
and community based fundraising 
through events and donations. We 
run fun fundraising events to bring the 
community together and enjoy the 
centre. For example, our annual Ceilidh 
transforms Hocking Hall into a village 
hall with children, teenagers and adults 
dancing together. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We want to:

• renovate Lower and Upper Hocking  
 Halls to become attractive, multi-use,  
 flexible spaces for physical activities,  
 social and community events

• install a lift to Upper Hocking Hall   
 and install new toilets to make it fully  
 accessible to all members of the  
 community

• refurbish the buildings to make them  
 more energy efficient and reduce   
 carbon emissions

• have a more practical layout for our  
 utilities and rentable space

Phase 2 of our renovations will include

• enlarging the café and kitchen

• a new, dedicated entrance from the park
£350,000

Michael, our local 
milkman is also 
an artist. This is 
his painting of The 
Whittington Park Café
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Partners and Supporters:

Age UK Islington

Arsenal in the Community

Drivers & Norris

Good Gym

Highbury Roundhouse

Islington Council

Islington Metropolitan Police 
Service

Leaping Lizards

London Trophy Company

MAP

Marks & Spencer

Macquarie Bank

Octopus Communities

Odeon Holloway Road

PAT dog therapy

Ruby Violet

Selbys

Slaughter & May

Spoke Café

The Big Alliance

Voluntary Action Islington

Waitrose Holloway Road

Yerbury School

Volunteers:

Piers Aitman

Asma Bulbulia

Veronica Clougherty

Semi Eren

John Moran

Lucy Piscina

Pang Stevens

Harry Stevens

Stephen Swain

Trustees:

Courtney Shapiro – Chair

John Purcell – Vice Chair

John Uden – Treasurer

Liz Case – Secretary

Janet Burgess

Beatrice Coker

Ghizela Modood

Sue Paine

Alison Ruddock

Thank you
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